17.   A VIRTUE OF NECESSITY

It would appear from the Johannesburg papers that, after all,
ihe Chinese may not be imported for the mines. Mr. Skinner's
figures1 would seem to show that Chinese labour would be unprofi-
table for the deep levels. The report shows also that they are not
likely to come for the asking, but that they will require a great deal
of coaxing before they could be induced, in sufficient numbers, to ac-
cept the terms proposed. If the report is correct, the people in South
Africa will h^ave every reason to congratulate themselves on the deli-
verance. It will not surprise us if the millionaires suddenly find out
that the slump is due to other causes not connected with the labour
question, and that mines can go on without the Chinese labour. But
this would be a virtue of necessity. They would have endeared them-
selves to the working classes, if they had taken up the dignified posi-
tion of saying, "We would not, even though the mines may have to be
shut down, do an injustice to them by importing indentured Asiatic
labour, and would not traffic in what is virtually slavery".
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18.   IN TRUE COLOURS
The following is taken from a report in The Natal Mmury of the
meeting of the Dundee Town Council recently held in Dundee:
Councillor Willson protested against the action of the Licensing Officer in
granting a licence to an Indian store-keeper who had erected a building for tra-
ding purposes. He considered this most unfair, as similar licences had been
refused to proposed Indian tenants of substantial stores built by Europeans,
and with which the former building could only be classed as a hovel.
Councillor Jones spoke very strongly on the subject, and stamped the
action as disgraceful, in view of the express wish of the Council that no fur-
ther Indian licences be granted*
Councillor Jones has come out boldly, and called the action of
the Licensing Officer, in using his judgment, as "disgraceful", Coun*
cillor Willson thought it was "unfair". Truly good judges of the appel-
late court! For it should be remembered that the Dundee Council is
the appellate court to hear appeals against the decisions of the Licens-
ing Officer. The Licensing Officer in Dundee, therefore, is henceforth
not to give his own decisions on applications for licences, but he is
merely to become the mouthpiece of the Council, and carry out its
behests* And yet, in a British Colony, we are told that the Dealers*
Licenses Act2 reserves to the applicants the right of appeal! We take
* Vtdt "Mr, Skinner's Report on Chinese Labour", 15-10-1903,
2 Vide Vol H, pp. 343-5 for provisions of the law.